MEETING OF THE PARISH TEAM, 6th JANUARY 2009 – SUMMARY OF MATTER DISCUSSED

PARISH PASTORAL PLAN

Progress made in achieving the various objectives of the Parish Pastoral Plan was reviewed as follows:

EDUCATION AND FORMATION: 

1. Careers Advice Sessions: The possibility of arranging sessions for near school leavers would be explored. 

2. Lent Study Course: A six-week course on “An introduction to the Bible” would be held on Sunday evenings in Lent. 

3. Other Study: Topics for a programme of meetings on the teachings of the Church were being researched.

4. Sacrament of Confirmation: This would be conferred on 8th May 2009.  There was still time for potential candidates to register their interest.

PLANNING AND STRUCTURES:

1.   Development of porch area: Consideration was being given to ways of improving the porch area.  

EVANGELISATION AND MISSION:

1.   Service to mark the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity: Arrangements were finalised for the service due to be held on Sunday 18th January. The Bishop of Leicester was the invited speaker. Responsibility for the various arrangements were allocated:

· Finger buffet for 200 people

· Recruiting and organising a team of welcomers

· Stewarding of the car-park

· Staffing of repository stall

2. Contacting Hotels: Details of Mass times had been provided to 5 hotels within the area of the  

      Parish.

3. Other ways of publicising the times of services and Parish activities were considered.

LITURGY AND WORSHIP

1.   Christmas Project: A total of £ 950 had been sent to CAFOD as a result of the Christmas Project 

    and £ 450 to support the work of the sisters in Iraq.

2.    Readers Day: A training event for readers would be arranged using newly acquired training

      materials

3.    Prayer Breakfasts: It was agreed that a series of Prayer Breakfast would be arranged for

     Saturday Mornings during Lent following the format adopted at similar events held during 

     Advent.

4. Mass for Fr. Choi: No date was yet available for a farewell Mass for Fr. Choi. 

5.   Parishioners from other countries and cultures: The possibility of parishioners from  

     other cultures preparing a Mass from time-to time would be further considered. 

COMMUNICATION:

1. Development of the website: Details of the links on the website had been included in the  

         Newsletter.

2.   Agreed that a summary of the minutes of the Parish Meeting should be posted on the website. 

3.   Area Representatives: The names of the Parish Team members and their areas of responsibility 

        were displayed on the website. Photographs would be added.

4.  The possibility of establishing a video library of the readings at Mass was being explored. 

SPIRITUALITY:

1. A Pilgrimage to Ireland: Details of the pilgrimage would be circulated soon.

2. Local pilgrimages: Dates of local pilgrimages had been supplied and would be displayed in the porch.

3. Rosminian Centre: Details would be sought of activities arranged at the centre.

SOCIAL AND OTHER ACTIVITIES:

1. Christmas Bazaar: A successful bazaar had been held on Saturday 6th December.

2. Quiz Evening: The quiz arranged for 22nd November had been an enjoyable evening but poorly attended.

3. Parish Newsletter: This was distributed during the week commencing 16th November.

4. Senior Citizen’s Lunch: This would be held on Saturday 10th January.

FINANCE:

1.   Parish Giving envelopes: A number of the new envelopes had not yet been 

      collected.

2.   Approximately 12 – 15 people had indicated a wish to sign up for Gift Aid following the    

        presentation given at all Masses on the weekend of 13th/14th December.

4. It was agreed that a flyer should be produced in order to encourage legacies.

5. Fairtrade products would no longer be sold from the back of the church. It was felt that these 

         items were now readily available from local shops and supermarkets.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS: 

1. The draft of an article on Blessed Sacrament Parish, intended for the next edition of a magazine 

    circulating in the LFE area, was shown to the Team. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 17th March at 7.30 pm.

