MEETING OF THE PARISH TEAM 19TH May 2009

PRESENT: Fr.John Joe, Patrick Cusack, Karen Scott, Linda McBean, Elizabeth Sebastian, Bernie Ambler, Heather Carney, Kate O’Callaghan, Santino Alessandro, John Cawley.

APOLOGIES: Susan Moore, Laurence Fenton, Amy Woolley.

MINUTES: The minutes of the meeting held on 17th March were agreed as a correct record.

MATTERS ARISING:

It was agreed that the revised style of minutes was acceptable both as a record and for publishing on the website.

COMMUNICATIONS:

1. LFE Magazine: A second article had been submitted and would be published in the near future. A further article would be required in July.

2. Video Library: A number of readers had agreed to take part in a pilot which would involve the production of video recordings of Sunday readings. An eight-week trial would begin, if possible, on 30th May.

3. Photographs of Team Members: New photographs would be taken at the AGM for display on the website.

4. Parish Website: Hits were continuing at a high level.

PLANNING AND STRUCTURES:

1. Cleanliness of Parish Hall: Some improvement had been made in the cleanliness of the kitchen but further progress needed. Small items of equipment including a ‘fridge thermometer were needed and unneeded equipment removed. Agreed that a report should be brought to the next meeting regarding progress made in preparing weekly, monthly and yearly cleaning schedules.

2. Legacies: The draft of a flyer was approved and it was agreed that a diocesan leaflet on Gift Aid and Legacies could be displayed. Either leaflet could be displayed on the website or used more generally as appropriate.

3. Porch Area: Agreed that panelling should be extended and that a more appropriate use of notice boards should be considered. Two chairs would be placed in the area for the use of mothers with young children.

EDUCATION AND FORMATION: 

1. Reader Training Days: Agreed that the whole day course should be deferred to either 3rd or 10th October.

2. Careers Advice Sessions: It was agreed that a report should be made to the next meeting.

3. Confirmation: The event, held on 8th May, had been a great success. Thanks were extended to those responsible for catering. Notes intended to help those preparing to cater at future events were being prepared.

4. First Holy Communion: Arrangements for the barbecue to follow the event on 14th June were agreed.
5. Teachings of the Church: Agreed that a series of three Thursday evening talks should be arranged for 17th September, 1st October and 15th October.

SPIRITUALITY:

1. Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham: Only a small number of people had shown interest. Blessed Sacrament Parish would now join with St. Peter’s in order to fill a coach.

2. Other Pilgrimages: Details of pilgrimages to Lourdes, Fatima and Medjugorje had been displayed on the notice boards.

3. Rosminian Centre: Details of retreats and other activities arranged at the centre had been received.

LITURGY AND WORSHIP:

Christmas Appeal: Information was being prepared in response to a request from CAFOD asking for details of how we had organised the World Gifts Appeal in our Parish. Enquiries had been made as to the possibility of purchasing World Gifts or other items via the Parish Website. Details received indicated that a payments arrangement could be set up via Paypal. No set up fees were required and commission charges were low at 3.4% plus 20p for each transaction.

EVANGELISATION AND MISSION;

Water Appeal: No report was available on progress made in securing the support of a local bottled water distributor.

SOCIAL AND OTHER ACTIVITIES:

1. Parish Outing: No details were yet available for the outing for older parishioners due to be held in July.

2. Christmas Bazaar: The hall had been booked for 5th December. A meeting to plan the bazaar was fixed for Monday 22nd June.

3. Dinner Dance: Details had been received from the Hilton Hotel and were expected from the Forest Golf Club for an event to be arranged for a Friday evening in late October. A final decision regarding venue would be made at the AGM. 

4. Pilgrimage to Ireland: Fr. John Jo had led a very successful pilgrimage on 10th – 15th May. It was suggested that photographs of the pilgrimage should be displayed on the Parish Website. It was anticipated that a similar event would be organised next year.

FINANCE:

1. Year End Accounts: These had been completed and the Annual Report to the Diocese was ready to be signed off. For the first time a Health and Safety Report had to be included in the return and it was agreed that Health and Safety should, in future, figure on the agenda of the Team Meeting. Over the year income had increased with the total of weekly collections improving around  £ 3000. Expenditure had been about £ 1000 lower than in the previous year. 

2. Bank Charges: Free banking had now been withdrawn leading to a likely £ 600 in bank charges being incurred over the coming year. Persuading more parishioners to make their weekly gifts by standing order would be a priority.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING;

The date had already been fixed for Monday 8th June at 8.00 pm. There would be no changes in the make up of the Parish Team for the coming year. Area representatives served for a three-year term and the forthcoming AGM marked the end of the first year of their term of office.

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING:

As usual there would be no meeting of the Parish Team during the summer months. The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 1st September at 7.30 pm.

