

    
 
Hold the Moment….
We have a tendency to look ahead – to be eager for what is coming, and so miss the moment. Today is such a day. We will be reading St Luke’s account of the Passion of Our Lord, and so we are already at the end 
of the Holy Week we are just beginning. But today is important, too, and we do not want to miss the moment.
Imagine yourself in Jerusalem. Perhaps you are one of the people who have followed Jesus from place to place, listening to him, seeing the miracles, perhaps even being healed by him. You are told that he is coming; you begin to hear cheers and shouts of ‘Hosanna!’ You catch sight of him; you begin to shout, to wave, to cheer: ‘Blessings on the King who comes, in the name of the Lord!’ Nothing can stop the acclamation. In fact, Jesus says that if the people are hushed, the very stones will cry out.
Are we just part of the euphoria, caught up in the actions of the crowd around us, or does it go deeper than that? How we celebrate today will affect the way we celebrate the rest of Holy Week. What will we shout on Friday?

HOLY WEEK IN OUR PARISH…..
PALM SUNDAY, 28TH MARCH    
     9.45am
COFFEE in the Porch after Mass 
    

No First Communion Classes until 18th April
    11.30am
COFFEE in the Hall after Mass 
    6.00pm
STUDYING THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES  - in the Chapel

MONDAY, 29TH MARCH    
     2.00pm
GOLDEN YEARS – an afternoon for all Senior Citizens    
TUESDAY,  30TH MARCH     
     10.00am  
FRIENDSHIP MORNING – all welcome
     5.00pm
IRISH DANCING LESSONS – for 4+ - until 7pm
WEDNESDAY, 31ST MARCH
     7.30pm
SERVICE OF RECONCILIATION – see note below
MAUNDY THURSDAY, 1ST APRIL     
     7.30pm
MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER – followed by watching at


    the Altar of Repose for an hour

GOOD FRIDAY,  2ND APRIL     
     3.00pm
THE PASSION OF OUR LORD
     7.30pm
STATIONS OF THE CROSS – Father John Joe will lead these


    last Stations of the Cross for this year. Even if you have



    not been able to come yet, try to come on Good Friday
HOLY SATURDAY, 3RD APRIL   
     8.00pm
THE EASTER VIGIL – we celebrate the Resurrection
EASTER SUNDAY,  4TH APRIL    
    

No Communion Class during the School Holidays
    11.30am
COFFEE in the Hall after Mass 

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday 27th March
6.00pm
John and Ellen Lynott RIP

Sunday 28th March
9.00am
Charles, Esther and Richard RIP


10.30am  
Kieran O’Shea RIP
Monday 29th March
9.30am
Hilda Danaher RIP
Tuesday 30th March
9.30am
Deceased Members of the 



       Maloney Family
Wednesday 31st March
12.30pm
Maurice Fitzpatrick RIP
Maundy Thursday 1st April
7.30pm
Intentions of the Parish
Good Friday 2nd April


Holy Saturday 3rd April
8.00pm
Jim Tom & Mary Waldron RIP
Easter Sunday 4th April
9.00am
James & Ellen Gilhooley RIP

10.30am  
Peter Merrion RIP








STILL MEETING?


Would leaders of the various groups that meet during the week, please advise the Parish Office if you are having a break over the Easter period, and when you will be re-starting. If we hear nothing, we will just keep putting you in the diary. Thanks.

















Our Parish Prayer


2010











Lord God,





thank you


for calling us


to be your disciples.





Take away our fears


and fill us


with your Spirit.





Give us the wisdom to live by the truths you have revealed to us.





Empower us to be your healing instruments in our vulnerable world.





Bless us


and keep us


safe in your care.





Amen.








 
































ROTAS….Cleaners, welcomers, collectors and offertory-ers – would you please collect your new rota from the porch.








BLESSED SACRAMENT CHURCH


Gooding Avenue, Leicester LE3 1JS Telephone:  0116-2858795


E-mail: blessedsacrament@btinternet.com


Parish Website: www.blessedsacramentleicester.org


Parish Priest     Father J J Maloney













































































BIBLE ALIVE….


The April issue is available at the Paper Stall, together with a couple of inserts. The cost  is £1.60. 





“WHAT I WANT IS MERCY, NOT SACRIFICE…..”


There is a story about a young man who deserted the army of Napoleon. He was eventually caught and the crime of desertion was punishable by death. As he waited in his cell, his mother came to Napoleon to plead for her son’s life. Napoleon told her that by deserting his post the young man had put his comrades in danger and that was why it was such a terrible thing to do. There was no way that he could be forgiven. The mother replied: ‘Sir, I am not looking for forgiveness, but for mercy.’


    As we follow Jesus this week and eventually walk with him as he is condemned, tortured, and nailed to the cross to die, we should remember why he did it – so that our sins could be forgiven, so that we could enter into heaven. We do not deserve forgiveness, but, by the mercy of God that is what we receive. If God has done so much for us, why would we not come to him to seek that forgiveness for which he suffered and died. 


    We called our wooden cross the Cross of Forgiveness because that is why there is a cross. ‘For God so loved the world – that he sent his only Son…’ 








Palm Sunday


Year C (2) Psalter 2                28 March 2010




















EASTER ENVELOPES…..


Please remember to take one of the special envelopes that are for our gift to Father John Joe for Easter. If you were not given one when you came in to the church, you will find them in the porch. These can be brought back next weekend. It is just one way we can say thank you to Father John Joe for all he does for us, for the Parish and, indeed, for the whole community.























Lord, guide us in undertaking the three requirements of Lent – 


prayer, fasting and almsgiving. 


Give us the grace to persevere 


– just a few more days –


and help us when we are weak.











Holy Week


Maundy Thursday  On Thursday we celebrate the Mass of the Lord’s Supper. We remember the day before Jesus died, when, during the meal, he took the bread and the wine, he gave thanks to his Father, blessed it and gave it to his disciples, just as he does today when he offers us his Body and Blood in Holy Communion. At the end of the Mass, the Blessed Sacrament is removed from the tabernacle, the altar is stripped and Mass is not celebrated again until the Easter Vigil. 


Good Friday  Across the world, Catholics will come to their churches for The Passion of Our Lord at 3pm on Good Friday afternoon. We will listen to St Luke’s account of the Passion and death of Jesus. We will pray together,. We will venerate the Cross. We will receive Holy Communion, and then we leave in silence. For those able to come, Father John Joe will lead the Stations of the Cross at 7.30pm.


The Easter Vigil   The Vigil is arranged in four parts – the Service of light, when we light our candles from the new fire; the Liturgy of the Word, when we meditate on all the wonderful things God has done for his people from the beginning; the Liturgy of Baptism and the reception of Carla into the Church, and the Liturgy of the Eucharist, where the whole Church is called to the table which the Lord prepared for his people through his death and resurrection.


Easter Sunday  The Mass of the Resurrection will be celebrated at 9.00am and 10.30am.














HOLY WEEK VISITOR….


We will have a visiting Priest with us during Holy Week, Father Tom Lane, former Rector of All Hallows College, Dublin, and Spiritual Director at the Beda College in Rome. Father Lane is now retired, but has agreed to come to speak to us at our Holy Week Services.











   





 





Good Friday is a day of Fasting and Abstinence

















SERVICE OF RECONCILIATION…..


On Wednesday this week, there will be a Service of Reconciliation at 7.30pm. Many parishioners have already received the grace of forgiveness in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, as can be seen by the more than 100 small coloured crosses on our Cross of Forgiveness in the Sanctuary. As this is a Service for the Deanery there will be several Priests to hear confessions. Many people find this to be a good way to prepare for the Sacrament, with help in the examination of conscience, with readings and prayers. 








