




    
 
Time to Fight…  
How wonderful it must have been to be one
of the people listening to Ezra reading and interpreting the Law of God. How wonderful it is for us to see how much they appreciated what they were hearing.
It can be so easy for us to take our faith for granted. But just possibly things are going to change and we might have to make a bit more effort if we really want to follow what we believe in. In a country that has long professed to be Christian we now see non-believers actively working against God and the Church. We have not had to deal with that in our life-time. The time is coming – in fact it may already be here – when we will have to ‘fight’ for our ‘right’ to follow Christ and His teaching. Be prepared to stand up and be counted, to be a bringer of good news.
If we hear the Word of God with the enthusiasm of  those listening to Ezra, we will have the strength to hold firm.

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH…..
SUNDAY, 24TH JANUARY     
     10.00am
FIRST COMMUNION CLASS
     11.30am
COFFEE in the Hall after Mass 
MONDAY, 25TH JANUARY     Conversion of St Paul, Apostle
     2.00pm
GOLDEN YEARS – an afternoon for all Senior Citizens    
TUESDAY,  26TH JANUARY      SS Timothy and Titus
     10.00am  
FRIENDSHIP MORNING – all welcome
     5.00pm
IRISH DANCING LESSONS – for 4+ - until 7pm
WEDNESDAY, 27TH JANUARY    
     1.00pm
CRAFT GROUP – come and join in
THURSDAY, 28TH JANUARY     St Thomas Aquinas
     9.30am
MORNING MASS followed by EXPOSITION until 11am

     2.00pm
ROSARY GROUP ( ring Sarah 2387453 or Helen 2991718)    
     6.00pm
HOLY HOUR in the Chapel – with Exposition
     7.00pm
FAITH ENQUIRY GROUP – in the House 

     8.00pm 
IRISH SET DANCING for adults – in the Hall

FRIDAY,  29TH JANUARY   
     10.00am
POP IN – come and enjoy the morning

SATURDAY, 30TH JANUARY 
     5.00pm
CONFESSIONS before the Evening Mass

SUNDAY,  31ST JANUARY    The Fourth Sunday of the Year
     10.00am
FIRST COMMUNION CLASS

    11.30am
COFFEE in the Hall after Mass 

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday 23rd January
6.00pm
Thomas Dolan

Sunday 24th January
9.00am
Michael Davitt RIP


10.30am  
Betty Ratnett RIP
Monday 25th January
9.30am
Welfare of Mrs McMullen
Tuesday 26th January
9.30am
John Packwood RIP
Wednesday 27th January
12.30pm
Hilda Danaher RIP
Thursday 28th January
9.30am
Intentions of the Parish
Friday 29th January
9.30am
Fr Con Moynighan RIP
Saturday 30th January
6.00pm
Bernard McMullen RIP
Sunday 31st January
9.00am
Erica Chevalier RIP

10.30am  
Anniversary of Bl. Cyprian Tansi






MISSION BOXES…


In the porch you may have seen the little red ‘Missio’ boxes with pictures of children on them. After collecting coins for our water project, you might feel like continuing to save those oddments that accumulate in pockets or purses, so why not take a red box home with you and continue the good work already begun.


   We will collect the boxes four times a year – at the end of February, May, August and November. 


   These boxes are a good way to encourage our children to give to others and help them to appreciate what they have. Let them put their coins in so that they can help other children.


   

















Our Parish Prayer


2010











Lord God,





thank you


for calling us


to be your disciples.





Take away our fears


and fill us


with your Spirit.





Give us the wisdom to live by the truths you have revealed to us.





Empower us to be your healing instruments in our vulnerable world.





Bless us


and keep us


safe in your care.





Amen.








 





























CAN YOU HELP….


Theresa Stapleton, daughter of John and Hilda Stapleton,  married John Philip Smith at this church in 1970. The Best Man was Malcolm James Piper and the Chief Bridesmaid was Linda Elizabeth Smith. The Priest was Father Rousseau.


    If you know where John and Theresa live please have a word with Father Maloney.





SENIOR CITIZENS


VALENTINE LUNCH


Saturday, 13th February


Because we have had to transfer names from the previous list and prepare a new list for this special lunch, would you please check the list to make sure that your name is on it if you want to go. Also, if your name was on the previous list and you cannot go on the new date, could you cross your name off. Thank you.








BLESSED SACRAMENT CHURCH


Gooding Avenue, Leicester LE3 1JS Telephone:  0116-2858795


E-mail: blessedsacrament@btinternet.com


Parish Website: www.blessedsacramentleicester.org


Parish Priest     Father J J Maloney
















































































IRELAND PILGRIMAGE ….


It is with great sadness that we have to tell you that we will not be able to make our pilgrimage this year. We had booked hotels, the coach and the ferry to Dublin, but have been unable to get any confirmation that we can get a ferry to come back, and so sadly we have had to cancel all our reservations. We are very sorry. 





The Third Sunday of the Year


Year C (2) Psalter 3             24 January 2010




















CHRISTMAS DAY THIS YEAR….


It is very early to be thinking about what we might be doing for Christmas this year, but we would like to ask parishioners if some of them might like to share Christmas Day together in the Hall – with Christmas Dinner, exceptional company, perhaps some entertainment and games and finishing with Christmas Tea. If you might be interested we would love to hear from you so that we can make plans. It can be for anyone, families, couples, individuals, old, young or in between. If you would like to share your Christmas Day, let us know. 














THE YEAR OF THE PRIEST….


We are half way through this special Year for Priests. When Pope Benedict announced the Year on 16th March 2009, he said that it was intended “to encourage priests in striving for spiritual perfection on which, above all, the effectiveness of their ministry depends” and that it would be, in a very special way, a year of prayer by priests, with priests and for priests. We can do our bit by continuing to pray for our Priests and asking God to continue to bless them and give them the graces they need, especially to those who are sick. 


    During the weekend of the Feast of Corpus Christi, 6th/7th June, as the Year for Priests draws to an end, all our Masses will be a celebration of the Priesthood and we will recall the Priests we have known and bring our list to the altar at the Offertory Procession. You still have time to add the names of any Priests you know or remember. 



































 PALM CROSSES…..


Could parishioners please bring to the church the Palm Crosses that they received last year on Palm Sunday. These will be burned and the ashes used at our Masses on Ash Wednesday, 17th February. 

















NATIONAL MARRIAGE WEEK…


On Sunday, 14 February, as part of National Marriage Week, Bishop Malcolm will be presiding at the annual Mass of Celebration at the Cathedral at 3pm. A welcome is extended to all who have ever received the Sacrament, with a special welcome to those celebra-ting notable anniversaries in their marriage such as  Silver, Ruby, Golden and Diamond. Engaged couples and those experiencing difficulties in their marriage are also welcome. Light refreshments will be served after the Mass.


    For your future reference, a day of Marital Spirituality is to be held at Rearsby Convent on 15th May. More information later.


AND FOR FAMILIES…..


For help in praying with your children at home, you might like to contact Sue Sanderson at � HYPERLINK "mailto:susan.sanderson@nrcdt.org.uk" ��susan.sanderson@nrcdt.org.uk�. She also provides a newsletter about her work.








SPECIAL COLLECTION TODAY ….


This weekend you are invited to make donations to the Appeal set up to help the people of Haiti. If you have already given something through other agencies, please don’t feel that you have to give again. We are just providing the opportunity to give as we all feel so helpless in the face of the terrible devastation that has occurred in Haiti and so sad when we see the pictures of the people who are suffering so much. 


    CAFOD have pledged £300,000 to help with the catastrophe, working with CARITAS Haiti to help provide shelter, water and other essentials including health care. They have volunteers who are trained to work in disaster areas and they also will be helping the people of Haiti to rebuild their homes and their lives. On the red board in the porch there is more information received from CAFOD this week.


    There is no need to say ‘please be generous’ because we all want to help.





















































