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STRANGE PHENOMENON

Lights Winter Sky


Reports were coming in from countries all around the world last night of a strange bright light. The strangest part was that it was seen by everyone at the same time. How could it be that what appeared to be just  one  star  could  be seen at  exactly  the
same  time – everywhere!  It  was confirmed that no UFO sightings had been reported, just this brightness that was likened to the sun, but that could be looked at without harming the eyes.
   There was panic is some areas and talk of the end of the world. For others, though, it was a heavenly sign from God Himself that he was adding his blessing to the celebrations that were centred around the birth of his Son.

Two Thousand Years
   Millions of people believe that God became Man in the form of a baby that was born to a virgin called Mary. This happened over 2000 years ago in a small town called Bethlehem. It is said that, at the time of his birth, there was a bright star that led Kings from the East to come to see the baby. They were amazed to find him in a stable, but, we are told, they fell to their knees and worshipped the baby. They brought him gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh.    
PARISH DIARY UNTIL 3RD JANUARY
Please keep this handy, as it covers two weeks

SUNDAY, 20 DECEMBER    Fourth Sunday of Advent : Psalter 4

9.00am
MASS for Roger Hodson RIP


10.30am
MASS for Theophilus B d’Sousa RIP


6.00pm
SACRAMENT of RECONCILIATION until 7pm
               MONDAY, 21 DECEMBER


                  9.30am MASS for Clara Bishop RIP

                         TUESDAY, 22 DECEMBER


                             9.30am MASS for Bernard Grady RIP

                                   WEDNESDAY, 23 DECEMBER


                                       12.30pm MASS for Leon Tietianiec RIP           

                                             CHRISTMAS EVE, THURSDAY 24 DECEMBER


                                               6.00pm MASS for Bill & Clare Barradell RIP







With Carols from 5.45pm





  MIDNIGHT MASS for Private Intention







With Carols from 11.45pm

CHRISTMAS DAY   The Nativity of Our Lord

9.00am MASS for Roger Bowers RIP

10.30am MASS for John Packwood RIP

SATURDAY, 26 DECEMBER   

St Stephen, proto-martyr
6.00pm MASS, Intention of Fr Paul Haines

     (This is the Vigil Mass for Sunday)
SUNDAY, 27 DECEMBER   The Holy Family : Psalter 1

9.00am MASS for deceased members of Danaher & Waldron Families


10.30am MASS for M J Jacob

MONDAY, 28 DECEMBER   The Holy Innocents

9.30am MASS for the Intention of Mrs Celia Ayton

TUESDAY, 29 DECEMBER   St Thomas of Canterbury

9.30am MASS for Donor’s Intention

WEDNESDAY, 30 DECEMBER   


9.30am MASS for Brenda Manley RIP

THURSDAY, 31 DECEMBER


9.30am MASS for Francis Xavier Fernandes RIP

NEW YEAR’S DAY, FRIDAY, 1 JANUARY 2010
   Mary Mother of God

Midnight
MASS for the Parish

SATURDAY, 2 JANUARY   


6.00pm MASS for Kathleen Macken RIP

SUNDAY, 3 JANUARY    

The Epiphany of Our Lord : Psalter 2

9.00am MASS for Josie Walsh RIP


10.30am MASS for Maureen Melton
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Picture from the Russian Space Station capturing the light enveloping the earth





Angels had told shepherds to go to see the baby. They had found him lying in a manger full of straw that the animals used and had bowed down before the infant in adoration.


   The child’s mother and father watched the visitors and graciously accepted their gifts, but had made no comment to the press.


A New Light


The bright light seen in recent days is widely held to be a new sign from God calling his people to come and worship his Son.





PEOPLE TURN TO PRAYER


Drawn by this new light, millions have turned to prayer and thousands are returning to church.


Lord God,


Thank you for calling us 


to be your disciples.


Take away our fears 


and fill us with your Spirit.


Give us the wisdom 


to live by the truths you have revealed to us.


Empower us to be your healing instruments 


in our vulnerable world.


Bless this world 


in which we live and help us  to live in peace.


Bless us all and keep us safe in your care.


Amen.





Special Thanks


Praise for Parish Priest


PARISHIONERS at Blessed Sacrament Church show their appreciation for their Parish Priest, Father John Joe Maloney, in a special Christmas Offering. They realise that they don’t always remember to say ‘thank you’ and so Christmas is a time to express their  love and special thanks with this gift.


   The popular Priest has been in Leicester since 1990, during which time the Parish has developed and grown. It is caring and generous, and warm and welcoming to all who come.


Everyone is assured of a welcome here.








CONFESSION


It is said to be Good for the Soul 


There is plenty of opportunity to get to the Sacrament of Reconciliation before Christmas. The Sacrament will be available at Blessed Sacrament from 6-7pm this Sunday, 20th December, and at St Peter’s on the 22nd at 7pm.








PILGRIMAGE NEWS


UNFORTUNATELY, we are still unable to give full details of our Pilgrimage to Ireland next May, other than that the date will be 16th to 21st May 2010.


   We are still waiting for confirmation of the ferry details from Stena as, at the moment we cannot secure a return ferry. Obviously, as soon as we get confirmation





A PARTY IN THE NEW YEAR


SENIOR CITIZENS of the Parish are invited to put their names on the list in the porch if they would like to come to the special party in their honour


 on 9th January. Numbers are limited, so don’t leave it too late.








Let us always remember 


       that JESUS came


to touch lives


to break bread


to forgive sins


to wash feet


to calm seas


to walk on water


to give the spirit


and to care immensely











HAPPY BIRTHDAY 


JESUS  THE CHILDREN at Blessed Sacrament 


make beautiful Birthday Cards for Jesus to bring to the Children’s Mass on Christmas Eve at 6pm. They place them around the crib ready for His Birthday the next day. So, children,  if you are  coming  this  Christmas,


don’t forget to make that special Birthday Card for Jesus telling him how much you love him.

















        NEW YEAR


WE WILL be starting the New Year with Midnight Mass. If you can come, you will find that it is a wonderful way to enter 2010.





CHRISTMAS MASSES


ESPECIALLY for families is the 6pm Mass on Christmas Eve. We also have Midnight Mass and two morning Masses at 9am and 10.30am.





we will








we will have forms available so that bookings can be made.


  Already more than 25 people have expressed a wish to travel.





STILL POPPING IN


THE FRIDAY POP-IN at Blessed Sacrament still manages to draw big crowds and, during 2009, takings were well over £5000. 


    This Project started in 1998 and since then has raised more than £120,000. Very special thanks go to all those who have helped at the Pop In over the years and those still doing their bit each Friday.


    It has certainly become the oasis in the desert that was hoped for when it started all those years ago.





BIBLE ALIVE


Available today - £1.60.





Happy Christmas


To all our Readers





�








Son of the Virgin Mary, wondrous child and prince of peace


may your peace be a reality in the world.


Help us to grow in your divine life.














Dear Parishioners


    Advent is almost over and Christmas almost here. Thank you for all you have done over the past year for our parish. It is a great sign of how much can be achieved when everyone does a little bit. 


     I extend my best wishes to you all for a joyful and holy Christmas and every happiness in the New Year.


				    Father John Joe


				     








