MEETING OF PARISH TEAM, 4th NOVEMBER 2008

PRESENT: Father John Joe, Patrick Cusack, Kate O’Callaghan, Amy Woolley, Karen Scott, Linda McBean, Elizabeth Sebastian, Berni Ambler, Marty Niland, Laurence Fenton, Susan Moore. 

APOLOGIES:  John Cawley

MINUTES:  The Notes of the meeting held on 23rd September were agreed to be correct. 

MATTERS ARISING:

1. Elizabeth said that the Music Group had received a letter of thanks from Mrs Jo Fox following the Civic Service.

2.
Linda said that the Christian Aid ‘Tea Time’  organised by Churches in Kirby Muxloe and LFE during September had raised over £500. 

PARISH PASTORAL PLAN:

A Parish Meeting had been held on 1st November: 18 parishioners had attended. Notes from the meeting had been collated and were circulated to the Parish Team for discussion under Key Area headings. A copy is filed with these Minutes.

EDUCATION AND FORMATION:

1. Careers Advice Sessions: A session of talks on careers for young people, with expert advice, parishioners’ contributions, interview techniques, CV preparation etc. Course to run during September and October. Mrs Fields, retired Head of English Martyrs could be approached to help and Karen suggested Barbara Chantrell of Leicester Business Placements. Linda and Amy would liaise with Theresa Alessandro and also question the forthcoming Confirmation Group for their thoughts.

2. Lent Study Course – A 9 week course on ‘The Acts of the Apostles’ was proposed for Lent. Fr John Joe had proposed a 6-week course on ‘Introduction to the Bible’ for parishioners living in Thorpe Astley. Both courses would be publicised after Christmas. The course books had been ordered from America.

3. Other Study - Karen and Linda would research subjects for discussion at a programme of meetings to look at Church teaching or other matters of interest. These discussions could be held 6-monthly or quarterly.

4. Sacrament of Confirmation – this would be conferred on 8th May 2009. Father John Joe said that he would need catechists for this, including someone from Zimbabwe as there were a number of young people from that country who would be on the course.

PLANNING AND STRUCTURES:

1. Development of Porch Area:  Kate and Linda will get a group together to look at possible changes and improvements that could be made.

EVANGELISATION AND MISSION:

1. Week of Prayer for Christian Unity: Service at Blessed Sacrament for SW Leicester Council of Churches and Kirby Muxloe and LFE Council of Churches. Bishop of Leicester to speak.

2. Contacting Hotels:  Details of our mass times to be sent to hotels in the Parish.

3. Re-usable Bags: Susan would contact Mary Pepler and Theresa Alessandro to find out more about putting parish information on a re-usable cotton bag.

4. Amy had been in contact with a company that was prepared to supply bottles of flavoured water which we could give out and ask for the bottles to be returned full of coins. This could be linked to helping a project to supply water, such as CAFOD.

LITURGY AND WORSHIP:

1. Christmas Project: It was decided that the half of the Third World Project money this year that would go to CAFOD should be sent to Aid to the Church in Need for the Sisters in Iraq who were trying to provide food parcels and other help to Christians who had been forced to leave their homes. Our project for Christmas would be to support CAFOD’s Christmas Gifts and also offer the Iraq project.

2. Readers Day: Contact would be made with Rosalind.

3. Prayer Breakfast: Berni and John had this all organised.

4. Mass for Fr Choi: Fr Gihong would be leaving the Parish probably during February. A farewell Mass would be arranged.

5. Different countries could be invited to prepare a Mass from time to time. This would be discussed at the next meeting of the Liturgy Team on 11th November.

COMMUNICATION:

1. Developing the Website: Details of the links on the website would be included in the next Newsletter.

2. Area Representatives had an important role to act as a link between the Parish Team and the community in their area. Laurence proposed that the photographs of the Team should be put onto the website. He would also like to put the list of readers, collectors etc on the website, and also the Minutes of the meetings held in the parish, after checking these with the Chairman.

SPIRITUALITY

1. Pilgrimage to Ireland would be on 10th May. Patrick asked for the date to be publicised. 

2. Local Pilgrimages: Details could be given early in year and depending on response, coaches could be booked or cars used. Laurence would enquire about retreats at the Rosminian centre near Ratcliffe College.

3. Children’s Prayer Book: After discussion it was decided that this would not be pursued.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS:

1. Christmas Bazaar: Saturday 6th December

2. Junior Church: Mary Pepler had organised a meeting for 10th November

3. Quiz Evening: 22nd November – to promote in Bulletin

4. Parish Newsletter: Next issue to be distributed week commencing 16th November

FINANCE:

Laurence said that the new Parish Giving envelopes would be ready for the end of December. The Government had relented on cutting the tax to charities and this would remain at 28p for three years at least. Laurence and Patrick would speak about Parish Giving and Gift Aid at all Masses on the weekend of 6th/7th December.

There was still difficulty with the grant that we had received from the Faith Communities who were demanding audited accounts. Laurence was dealing with this.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

1. Elizabeth asked for clarification as to her role on the Parish Team, representing Justice & Peace.

2. Senior Citizens Christmas Lunch: This should be early in January. Linda would speak to Jacquie Hickie; Kate was willing to help.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Tuesday, 6th January at 7.30pm

